
 

 

Keith Richard 

Principal 
www.nashua.edu/south 

 

 

STUDENT HANDBOOK 2023-2024 
 

 

NASHUA HIGH SCHOOL SOUTH  

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 
 

 

 

 
This Agenda Belongs To:  



 

NASHUA HIGH SCHOOL SOUTH BELL SCHEDULE  

 2023-2024 
 

REGULAR 

http://www.nashua.edu/


 

 





 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

ACADEMICS 

 Graduation Credit ........................................................................................... 1 

 Alternatives to Health .................................................................................... 2 

 Physical Education Waiver ............................................................................ 2 

 Summer School .............................................................................................. 2 

 Make Up Schedule ......................................................................................... 2 

 Tutoring Program ........................................................................................... 2 

 Class Expectations ......................................................................................... 3 

 Final Assessment............................................................................................ 3 

 Incompletes .................................................................................................... 3 

 Repeating Classes .......................................................................................... 3 

 Academic Honor Code ................................................................................... 4 

Honor Roll ..................................................................................................... 5 

 Course Levels ................................................................................................. 5 

 Auditing ......................................................................................................... 5 

 Marking Scale ................................................................................................ 6 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Web Based School Information System ................................................................. 7.  



 

STUDENT SERVICES 

 Publications .................................................................................................. 21 

 Cafeteria ....................................................................................................... 22 

 Lost and Found ............................................................................................ 22 

 Media Center ................................................................................................ 22 

 School Store ................................................................................................. 22 

 Nurse’s Office .............................................................................................. 22 

 Immunizations .............................................................................................. 23 

SECURITY 

 Student ID Cards .......................................................................................... 24 

 Transportation .............................................................................................. 24 

 Parking ......................................................................................................... 24 

 Parking Violations ........................................................................................ 24 

 Working Papers ............................................................................................ 25 

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 Extracurricular Eligibility ............................................................................ 25 

 Clubs/Organizations ..................................................................................... 28 

 National Honor Society ................................................................................ 28 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

 Student Attendance ...................................................................................... 29 

  Definition .............................................................................................. 29 

  Absences ............................................................................................... 29 

  Intervention ........................................................................................... 30 

  Reporting............................................................................................... 30 

  Consequences ........................................................................................ 31 

 Attendance Intervention Protocol ................................................................. 31 

 Student Attendance Procedures .................................................................... 33 

  Procedures for Excused Absences and Late Arrivals ............................ 33 

  Procedures for Early Dismissal ............................................................. 34 

  Class Expectations/Make-Up Academic Consequences ........................ 35 

  Procedures for Absences ....................................................................... 35 

  Procedures for Dismissals  .................................................................... 35 

OVERVIEW: STUDENT BEHAVIOR STANDARDS 

 Student Behavior Standards ................................



 

ACADEMICS 
Minimum Graduation Credit Requirements 

 
ALL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS MUST HAVE BEEN COMPLETED TO 
RECEIVE A DIPLOMA AND PARTICIPATE IN THE GRADUATION CEREMONY. 

The following credits are required in the subject areas listed: 
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For a complete description of courses, career pathways and graduation requirements 

see “Footsteps to the Future” which are available in any Guidance Office or online 

at http://schools.nashua.edu/highschool/pos 

 

Alternatives to Topics in Health Education 

The State of NH mandates that public high schools provide comprehensive health 

education.  Parents concerned about content that may conflict with their religious 

beliefs and values may request in writing to the Principal that an alternative health-

centered topic be offered. The Principal will meet with the parents to develop a 

mutually agreeable educational alternative.  

Physical Education Waiver 

The Physical Education requirement may be waived upon the Principal’s receipt of a 

doctor’s recommendation.  Determination as to credit awarded for temporary waivers 

will be the decision of the Principal.  Any student who is granted a waiver must 

continue to earn the required minimum credits to be eligible for graduation. 

 

Summer School 

The summer program is offered to students for remedial purposes.  Interested 

students may take advantage of this opportunity by retaking a failed course or 

participating in competency recovery. A fee is charged for both programs.  Contact 

the Guidance Department for more information.   
 

Make-up/Extra Help 

Every teacher remains after school a minimum of one afternoon per week to assist 

students who need extra help or who have missed work due to an excused absence.  

For short absences, unless prior arrangements have been made with the teacher, the 

student must make up the work within a week.   

 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 
Business Ed. 

Computer Ed. 
FACS 

Math 

Tech Ed. 

CTE 

Art  

Social Studies 
World Language 

ELL  

English 
Media Center 

Health/Phys. Ed 

Guidance  

Music  
Science 

Special Ed. 

 

Tutoring/Mentoring Programs 

Students needing extra help may access the following: 

¶     National Honor Society (see Guidance Department) 

¶     Special Education tutorials (see Case Manager) 

¶ Extra Help After School Sessions (see teacher’s Make-Up schedule)  
  

Tutors 

After ten (10) consecutive days of absences due to illness, verified by a physician in 

writing, tutoring services are available. Students should contact their guidance 

counselor. 

  

The School District will provide for up to five (5) hours of tutoring per week for a 

period not to exceed 45 days, and for not more than one 45-day period per year. 

 

http://schools.nashua.edu/highschool/pos
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Class Expectations 

Teachers will provide all their students with a written explanation of how they will 

grade for the year and what they expect from their students.  These will be given out 

during the first few days of the course. Students should make sure they obtain a copy 

and keep it in their notebook.  Students should also make sure they understand what 

is expected of them in each of their classes.   

 

Parents will receive copies of class grading policies at parent-teacher night or by 

request. 
 

Final Assessment 

The final days of each semester are devoted to activities designed to assess the skills 

and knowledge learned during that semester. These assessments may take the form of 

a presentation, final project, written exam or any other evaluating method. Grades 

earned for these activities will be factored into the semester average. All students 

(including seniors) are required to take final exams. Students are required to remain 

in their classes until the end of the block. 
 

Incompletes 

When students receive an incomplete mark, they shall have five weeks from the date 

marks close to make it up.  Failure to do so will result in zero(s) for the work not 

done.  Serious illness or extenuating circumstances will be considered by the 

administration for an appropriate extension of time. 

 

Repeating Classes 

There are many ways to be a successful student at Nashua South.  At South, we 

strongly encourage each student to work hard every day to earn good grades in all 

your classes.   However, if you fail a class during regular day school, there are many 

other ways in which you can earn credit.   

If you fail a course and want to take it again in a different setting, here are some 

options that will be considered.  It is important to remember that prior approval is 

needed for several of these options (this means you need to get written permission 



4 

 

Academic Honor Code 

 

The Nashua South community – staff, faculty, and students – recognizes that honor 

and integrity are learned behaviors and active practices vital to a meaningful personal 

and professional life. Thus, members of the community commit themselves to act 

honestly, responsibly, and conscientiously in our time at the school.  

Members of the community recognize their responsibility for what they say and write, 



https://owl.english.purdue.edu/
http://style.mla.org/


6 

 

 

Marking Scale 

 

Score 

Letter 

Code 

Type of 

Score 

Levels of Proficiency Descriptors 
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t 
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r
se

 

A+ 

✓ 



7 

 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Web-Based School Information System 

The system manages all facets of student data from attendance to grades and 

schedules. We have implemented the Family Portal so parents, teachers, and 

administrators can work together and communicate more effectively and efficiently. 

More information on how to obtain user name and password will be forthcoming. 

 

What information can I access through Aspen? 

You, as a parent/guardian, can use one login to securely access the information for 

all of your children from just about anywhere. With Aspen, you can access: 

 

¶ Student Demographic information ¶ Family contact and emergency information. 

¶ Daily Attendance ¶ Academic information (transcripts, grades) 

¶ Student schedules ¶ Check if your student has any fees owed. 

¶ GPA and graduation requirement ¶ Sign up for email notifications 

¶ Class Pages: See information on your child’s classes that the teacher may have posted. 

 
Travel between Schools and Students Attending Class at Alvirne 

To make all programs available to students whose home school is either Nashua South 

or Nashua North it will be necessary to bus the students from one school to the other 

to attend classes not offered at their home school. This is being done to allow students 

to be at their ‘home’ school for the beginning and the end of their regular school day. 

 

Bus Pick-up 

Passing time between periods is not long enough to allow students to get from class 

in one building to class in the other building in the time allotted. It is crucial that 

students who are traveling get to the bus quickly to avoid any delays for their fellow 

students. 

  

Students going to or coming from North will use the Security Entrance by the 

cafeteria to get on the bus heading to North or when returning from North. To 

speed the process when they return students should have their ID out to pass through 

security 

 

If the bus is late in arriving to pick students up they should wait in the hall by the 

security office at either school. If the bus is late in dropping students off, the security 

office will send an e-mail to all staff noting the arrival time of the bus. Students must 

proceed directly to their class after passing through security. 

 

If students miss the bus heading in either direction they should stay in the Main office 

or their Academy office. The academy office at the student’s South school will be 

notified and if necessary disciplinary action may result. 

 

Use of Personal Automobiles 

Students who travel between high schools for classes WILL NOT BE ALLOWED 

to use their own cars.  NO EXCEPTIONS. If you are caught driving, you will need 

to meet with the CTE Directors. You could risk being removed from the program. 
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Building Access 

Building entrances will be open from 6:45 a.m. to 7:20 a.m. Students who arrive prior 

to 6:45 a.m. may wait in the Security Office. Once classes begin at 7:20 a.m., 

students/parents/visitors must come in through the main entrance and sign in through 

our Security Office. Anyone who manually opens a locked door to allow students, 

visitors, etc. access to the building will be assessed a one day 

 

 

Dress Code 

GOAL OF A DRESS CODE:   

To prepare students to be employable and considerate citizens by providing general 

guidelines for what would be considered by most as acceptable attire for a 

professional / educational environment. 

 

No exposure of… 

¶ cleavage 

¶ midriffs 

¶ undergarments 

¶ torso 

Minimal Specifics:   

¶ Clothing should cover shoulders to mid
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Cell Phones/Electronic Devices 

 

Electronic devices may be used in the classroom AT TEACHER DISCRETION 

ONLY. 
 

Cell phone use is allowed before/after school, during lunch and in between 

classes.  All cell phones must be turned off and must not be visible during class unless 

approved by teacher.  Violations will result in the confiscation of the cell phone, 

parent retrieval and further disciplinary actions will occur. 
 

Taking pictures and videos with cell phones is prohibited and may result in 

disciplinary action. 

Disclaimer:  Please note that the Nashua School District is not responsible for 

the loss/damage of students' personal property whether in a locker or on a 

student's person. If students bring personal property to school, they do so at 

their own risk. 

 

Instructional Use of Recording Devices by Students with Disabilities 

The Nashua Board of Education supports the recording of educational instruction by 

students when it is dictated by their individualized educational program under the 

individuals with disabilities act or specified as an accommodation under section 504 

of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  

  

Recordings of educational instruction made by a student shall only be used by that 

student for the purposes dictated by their individualized educational program or 

section 504 educational plans. Improper use of these recordings shall be a violation 

under the Student Behavior Standards.  

  

Recordings may be accessed by Nashua School District administrators when they are 

necessary for student or employee safety, security of the school or investigation of a 

discipline violation.  

  

Unless they are to be used as evidence in a student discipline matter, recordings of 

educational instruction will not be considered an “educational record” either for 

purposes related to the Family Education Right s Privacy Act or for other Nashua 

School Board Policies.  

  

Recordings of educational instruction shall not be used in place of or as a substitute 

for teacher evaluations.  

  

See also POPPS JIC – Student
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Computer Use Policy 
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4. ImPact Concussion testing.   

¶ This is a computerized test that will provide a baseline measurement for all 

students involved in a contact sport. 

¶ It is to be completed during freshman and junior years. 

5. Athletic User Fee.  Can be paid during online registration process or in the 

athletic office. 

¶ Waivers are granted for students receiving free/reduced lunch. 

¶ Refunds will be issued if a student-athlete does not make a team. 

¶ A 50% refund will be issued if a student-athlete incurs a season-ending 

injury with more than half of the season remaining. 

 

 

Athletic Attendance Policy 
Daily School Attendance:  A student’s attendance record is final once daily attendance 
reports are published (based upon the NSD student database X2).  It is the responsibility 

of the student-athlete to be sure to follow proper school procedures for absences and 

tardies at the beginning of each school day.  The Athletic Office cannot override the 
official school attendance.  There will be no changes once the report has been sent to 

coaches (exceptions to this will only be made if the absence was recorded in error). 

Absences 

¶ All students are expected to be in attendance for the entire school day in order 

to participate in practice or event.   

¶ If a student-athlete is dismissed by the School Nurse due to illness; he/she is 

ineligible to participate in athletics that day.   

¶ If a practice or contest is scheduled on a weekend or over a school vacation, 

the student must be in attendance the preceding Friday (or last school day 

prior) in order to participate, regardless if the absence is excused or 
unexcused. 

¶ A suspension (in-school or out) is considered an absence from school.  Once 

notified of the suspension the student is ineligible for extracurricular activities 

until returning to a full day of school.   

¶ Exceptions, such as school field trips, college visits, family emergencies, 

funerals, religious holidays, and scheduled appointments, must be cleared 

through the Athletic Office in advance.   

¶ Unique or extenuating circumstances not listed above may be excused at the 

discretion of the Athletic Director or Athletic Coordinator. 

Excused Tardies and Dismissals for appointments 

¶ If a student has a legitimate appointment (for example:  doctor, dentist, 

orthodontist), it is expected that the student attend school for as much of the 
day as possible. 

¶ Even if the tardy or dismissal is excused, a student will not be eligible to 

participate in practice or an event on a given day if he/she is not in school for 
a minimum of 2 ½ class periods.  

Unexcused Tardies  

¶ Student-athletes will be allowed three unexcused tardies without athletic 

consequence (we understand that “life happens”). 

¶ On the 4th unexcused tardy:  the student-athlete will not be permitted to 

practice or compete that day.  The student is expected to attend practice or 

event but may not be in uniform or participate. 

¶ On the 5th through 9th unexcused tardy:  the student-athlete will not be 

permitted to practice or compete that day AND will not be permitted to 

participate in the next scheduled contest (if the 5th through 9th unexcused tardy 

occurs on a game day, the student sits that game and the next). 
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¶ On the 10th unexcused tardy the student will be excused from the team. 

¶ The unexcused tardy count begins on the first day of the season and continues 

for the duration. 
There are be consequences for not being in attendance for all athletic practices and 

competitions, including school vacations. 
Non-school competition 
 

It is an NHIAA policy that student-athletes are prevented from missing a high school 

practice or competition to compete or practice with an out-of-school team.  Whenever a 

conflict arises between the high school team practice or competition and an out-of-school 
practice or competition, the high school team event must be honored by the student-

athlete. Priority must be given at all times to the high school team, its practices, and its 

contests.  There are strict penalties for violating this NHIAA policy. 
 

Return to Learn Protocol 

Purpose 

Concussions are often referred to as an “invisible injury” because symptoms are not 

outwardly visible.  The effects of a concussion on a student’s cognitive ability may 

require educators to provide classroom and school accommodations for a student 

until he/she is fully recovered.  The Return to Learn (RTL) Protocol is for all 

students who may require academic accommodations while recovering from a 

concussion. 

 

What is a concussion? 

A concussion is a type of brain injury resulting from an impact to the body causing 

the brain to strike the inside of the skull.  A direct hit to the head is not required for 

a concussion to occur.  Students suffering from concussions may experience 

symptoms for a few days, weeks, or in severe cases even months. 

 

Concussion Symptoms 

A concussion can affect a student in a variety of different ways:  physically, 

cognitively, emotionally, and with sleep.  Each student’s symptoms are different in 

both occurrence and severity.  Symptoms for a student should only be compared to 

how he/she felt, acted, slept, and performed prior to the concussion.  One student’s 

symptoms and recovery should never be compared to another student’s. 

 

Physical Cognitive Emotion Sleep 

Headache 

Dizziness 

Balance difficulties 

Nausea/vomiting 

Fatigue 

Sensitivity to light 

Sensitivity to sound 

Change in vision 

Feeling sluggish 

Speech problems 

Slow processing 

Mental fog 

Trouble focusing 

Memory problems 

Concentration 

problems 

Feeling confused 

Shortened 

attention span 

Difficulty 

planning 

Difficulty 

organizing 

Slower reading 

Difficulty with 

comprehension 

Easily distracted 

Irritability 

Sadness 

Nervousness 

Embarrassment 

Anger 

More or less 

emotional than 

normal 

Anxiety 

Paranoia 

Trouble 

falling asleep  

Trouble 

waking 

Sleeping 

more than 

usual 

Sleeping less 

than usual 

Drowsy 

Altered sleep 

schedule 
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Gradual Return to Learn Protocol (RTL) 

To initiate the RTL Protocol the student must provide written documentation of the 

diagnosed concussion from a Health Care Professional to the school.  Each student’s 

journey through the RTL protocol is individualized.  Each student’s symptoms 

should only be compared to his/her own prior to the concussion and not to other 

students.  Not all diagnosed concussions require academic accommodations.  The 

RTL Protocol is an option for those students who need the gradual return to a full 

academic load. 

 

 Workload Progression Through Stages 

Stage 
Expected 

Duration 
How much work? Adjustments When to Move On Decision Making Data 

BLACK 1-2 days 
Stay at home and 

rest 
 

Student is able to 

independently wake 

up, get ready, and 



http://www.nfhs.org/media/1018446/suggested_guidelines__management_concussion_april_2017.pdf
http://www.nfhs.org/media/1018446/suggested_guidelines__management_concussion_april_2017.pdf
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Return to Learn Protocol Communication Guide 

 

Step 1: Written documentation from a Health Care Professional indicating a 

diagnosed concussion is provided to the school nurse.  If the 
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http://www.bianh.org/youthcon.html
http://www.nashua.edu/south
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The nurse cannot distribute any medication (aspirin, acetaminophen, ibuprofen, etc.) 

without prior authorization

https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/programs-services/disease-prevention/immunizations/immunization-exemptions-children
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/programs-services/disease-prevention/immunizations/immunization-exemptions-children
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/programs-services/disease-prevention/immunizations/immunization-exemptions-children
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/child-adolescent.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/child-adolescent.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/child-adolescent.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/child-adolescent.html
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SECURITY 
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Students who have their parking ID revoked for any reason will not be issued a refund. 

 

Parking enforcement and requests for refunds are through the City of Nashua Parking 

Enforcement Department. 

 

Working Papers 

Working papers and workplace rules for students under 16 years of age attending 

Nashua High may be obtained from the main office.   

 

 

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
Student Extracurricular Eligibility 

POPPS Policy JJJB 

 

Introduction:  The Board supports extracurricular activities that supplement and 

enrich academic instruction, provide opportunities for social development, encourage 

participation in clubs, athletics, performing groups and service to school and 

community. 

 

Extracurricular activities include intramural and interscholastic athletics, performing 

groups, academic clubs and societies as well as student government. A complete list 

of extracurricular activities shall be maintained by the Superintendent and shall be 

included as part of the procedures for this policy as well as in the student handbooks 

at the high school and middle school levels.  

 

Any middle school and high school student who meets the minimum standards of 

academic performance as stated in Policy JJJA and the behavior standards set by this 

policy is eligible for extracurricular activities. Individual extracurricular activities 

may require higher standards of academic performance and behavior in addition to 

any specific qualifications for the activity. A written copy of these additional 

requirements or rules shall be distributed to both the student participants and to the 

students’ parents or guardians. None of these rules or requirements shall contradict or 

supersede Board policy.  

 

These additional rules shall be approved by both the coach and advisor or supervisor 

of the activity and the school principal or designee. Violations of these rules may 

restrict or prohibit a student's participation, such as not being able to participate in a 

performance, practice or game. A written copy of these additional requirements or 

rules shall be distributed to both the student participants and to the student's parents 

or guardians. None of these rules or requirements shall contradict or supersede Board 

policy. 

 

Behavioral Expectations:  Students who participate in Nashua High School or 

Middle School extracurricular programs are expected to adhere to high standards of 

conduct. Any Class I, Class II, or Class III violation of the Student. The following 

behaviors are serious offenses that-barring an exemption-cause a student to be 

suspended from extracurricular activities: 

 

¶ Illegal use or possession of alcoholic beverages, regardless of where such use or 

possession occurs; 
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¶ Illegal use, manufacture, possession, having under control, sale, purchase, 

prescription, administering, transportation, dispensation, or compounding of any 

¶ controlled drug, controlled drug analog, or any preparation containing a 

controlled drug, as any of the above terms are defined in N. H. RSA 318-B:l, 

regardless of where such behavior occurs; 

¶ A finding of guilt, delinquency, probable cause, or indictment for violation of a 

criminal statute in any jurisdiction. 

¶ Student Hazing as defined in N.H. RSA 631:7(d), and in POPPS 3244.2, 

regardless of where such student hazing occurs; 

¶ Illegal gambling, assaultive or threatening conduct, stealing, vandalism, and 

destruction of property, if any of these behaviors occurs while on school 

grounds, or otherwise while participating or attending a scholastic or 

interscholastic event; 

¶ Gross misconduct, including but not limited to assault on an advisor, coach, 

judge, official, participant, opponent or spectator; inappropriate behavior and/or 

obscene language; cheating; 

¶ directing threats or obscene gestures at an advisor, coach, judge, official 

participant, opponent or spectator-if any of these behaviors occur while 

participating in or attending a scholastic interscholastic event; and 

¶ Class I violations as outlined in the Student Behavior Standards policy which is 

also found in the Student Handbook 

¶ Any Class I or Class II violations as outlined in the Student Behavioral 

Standards policy which is also found in the student handbook and for which the 

student receives an out of school suspension of more than three days. 

 

Consequences and Corrective Action 

 

Any student suspended from school, in or out of school, will also be suspended from 

participating in and/or attending any school extracurricular activities or functions. At 

minimum the length of the extracurricular suspension is equal to the number of days 

of the school suspension. The suspension from extracurricular activities begins on the 

date of notice of suspension and concludes no earlier than the first day the student 

returns to his/her regular class schedule.  
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designee shall provide written notice of any such suspension to the student and the 

student's parent(s) or guardian(s). 

 

Appeal of Behavioral Violations: A student may appeal a suspension from 

extracurricular activities by submitting the appeal form provided in JJJB-R to the 

Director of Student Services. The Director of Student Services will respond within 

three business days of the notice of appeal. 
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Review 

Procedures accompanying this policy will be reviewed by administration prior to the 

start of the school year and, if changed, an updated copy will be provided to the Board. 

Board Approved: 08/31/2015 (Replaces POPPS #JJJ) 

 

Clubs and Organizations 

 

Please contact Nashua High School South’s Student Activities Coordinator, Mrs. 

mailto:coxn@nashua.edu
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ATTENDANCE POLICY 
STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

The Nashua Board of Education has a duty to provide elementary and secondary 

education for students in Nashua. Daily attendance by each student is vital for 

fulfilling this duty. It is the right of every student to receive a public education and it 

is the legal responsibility of parents to ensure that students attend on a daily basis.  

  

When students are truant, the Board is committed to trying to assist parents with 

their duty to have students attend school.  However, if the truancy persists after 

genuine efforts to assist parents, the Board may request court intervention to compel 

attendance.  

  

The principal of each school is responsible for attendance and truancy issues at 

his/her school. Principals may designate an individual to assist them as the 

coordinator of attendance and truancy issues.  

 
I.  Definitions  

 These definitions apply to all attendance related policies:  

 Tardy.  Any student who is not at school or in class on time and has not been 

excused is tardy.    

1. Half Day of Absence.  “Half day of absence” means that a student received at 

least three hours of instructional time, but less than a full day of instructional 

time.  

2. Truancy.  “Truancy” means an unexcused absence or tardiness from school.  

3. Habitual Truancy.  “Habitual truancy” means ten half days or more of 

unexcused absences during a school year.  

4. Unexcused Absence.  An “unexcused absence” is an absence which has not 

been excused.  

5. Excused Absence. An “excused absence” is an absence approved by a school 

principal.   

6. Early Dismissal.  “Early Dismissal” is any dismissal before the end of the 

school day.  

II. Absences  

Excused Absences  

 Excused absences, late arrivals and early dismissals are sometimes necessary for 

the health and welfare of the student, or result from a significant family emergency 

or school-sponsored activity.  When an excused absence originates from outside the 

school, it must be documented and, when possible, this documentation should be 

done in advance. Policy JH-R gives detailed iy
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V.  Consequences  

 Any secondary student with twenty or more unexcused absences may be prohibited 

from any extracurricular activities and may lose all privileges for a period of one 

year from the date of the last offense.  

  

The District reserves the right to pursue legal action with parents who fail to meet 

their legal responsibility to ensure their children attend school on a daily basis.  

Legal References:  

  

RSA 193:1 Duty of Parent; 

Compulsory Attendance by 

Pupil RSA 193:7 Penalty  

RSA 193:8 Notice Requirements  

RSA 193:16 School Attendance  

NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed 306.04 (a) (1), Attendance and 

Absenteeism   

NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed 306.04 (c), Policy Relative to 

Attendance and Absenteeism  

NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed 306.18 (c) (6)  

RSA 189:35-a Truancy Defined  

RSA 189:1-a Duty to Provide Education  

  

Legal References Disclaimer: These references are not intended to be 

considered part of this policy, nor should they be taken as a 
comprehensive statement of the legal basis for the Board to enact this 

policy, nor as a complete recitation of related legal authority. Instead, 

they are provided as additional resources for those interested in the 

subject matter of the policy.  

 

Board Approved:   
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2. 
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9. At any time a student is absent fifteen (15) consecutive days unexcused, a 

“15-day letter” shall be sent home.  A copy of the State of New Hampshire 

compulsory attendance law shall be included with the letter.   This letter may 

also be waived if the attendance team or Principal is aware of health or other 

conditions which legitimately prevent the student from attending school.  

10. If a remediation plan for a student cannot be developed—
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• Attending the funeral of a family member.  If the funeral requires an 

absence of more than three days, the school should be notified in 

advance.  A school administrator may excuse an absence for the funeral 

of another individual who has played a significant role in a student’s life.  

  

• Field trips.  If the field trip leaves after the beginning of the school day 

or returns before the end of the school day, students are expected to 

attend all of the classes up until the scheduled departure and upon return.  

If the student does not attend those classes, he/she will be considered 

truant from them.  

  

• Personal or family emergencies requiring student absences. These 

are approved at the discretion of the school administrator.  

  

• College visitations.  Must be approved in advance by a school 

administrator.  

  

• Family obligations.  Require prior approval from a school 

administrator.  

  

Procedures for Early Dismissal  

  

Parents requesting dismissal before the end of the school day must make a 

written/phone communication request.  Parents of elementary and middle school 

students must come into the school office to get the student and sign him/her out.   

High school students must have signed permission by parents if under age 18 and 

all students must properly sign out before leaving.  Signed permissions are subject 

to verification.  Early dismissal should be requested only in an emergency or 

extenuating circumstance. 
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Class Expectations/Make-Up - Academic Consequences 

Attendance and class participation are key elements in every student's success. It is 

the student’s responsibility to meet with the teacher to get assignments and re-

schedule tests. 

 

¶ Any student who has an absence will be allowed to make up the class work, tests 

or quizzes within five (5) school days of the student's return to school when 

reasonable. Long-term assignments and projects will be due upon the student’s 

return to school. Additional time may be granted for excused absences. 

¶ For student absences, a note or telephone call must be received within 24 hours 

of such absence or this absence will be deemed unexcused.m
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¶ Other incentives may include prizes and privileges to reward exemplary 

attendance. These may be unique to specific academies and teams. 

 

 

OVERVIEW: STUDENT BEHAVIOR STANDARDS 
 
The primary purpose of the public school is education. In order for students to learn 
and teachers to teach, an atmosphere conducive to learning must be maintained.  

  

Good behavior and classroom discipline are necessary if learning is to take place. 
The purpose of the Nashua School District's Student Behavior Standards is to 

ensure that a safe and orderly environment is maintained for everyone. These rules 
are in effect for all Nashua School students at any school function, school 

sponsored event, school bus stop or bus ride.  

  

As students grow and mature, they are expected to accept greater behavioral 

responsibilities. These standards are designed to guide students through the process 

of learning good discipline and to outline the consequences of disruptive behavior. 

There are situations which will warrant minor disciplinary responses at the 

elementary level (grades K-
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¶ Assign an after-school detention (when transportation is available). 

¶ Ask the school administration to assign a one-day in-school 
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C. According to the severity of the offense(s) there will be an in-school 
suspension of up to three (3) days, an out-of-school suspension of up to 
three (3) days, or an extended day detention of up to three (3) days.     

 

D. Depending on the severity and the nature of the offense, law enforcement 
authorities may be contacted and the student may be subject to 
prosecution.  

 

E. Restitution for damages to school or personal property may be required.  

  

F. According to the severity of the offense(s), the student may be required to 
engage in an educational activity.  

  

G. Singularly severe incidents and/or repeated Class II Offenses may be 

treated as Class I Offenses.  

 

CLASS I OFFENSES (Severe) 

 

Violence, weapons, and crime will not be tolerated on Nashua School District 
property or at any Nashua School District sponsored event. These acts are the 

most severe violations of the behavior code. Offenses at this level usually go 
beyond the school discipline system and almost always draw upon law 
enforcement authorities. All students involved in Class I Offenses will be 

removed from school immediately.  

  

 

Discipline Responses for any Class I Offense in any Nashua School District 

building, "School Safety Zone,"* or at any school function shall be as follows:  

 

A. The parent/guardian shall be contacted by the principal or assistant 

principal.   

B. The student shall receive up to a ten-day (10) out-of-school suspension 

from the principal.   

C. The principal may request an additional ten-day (10) out-of-school 

suspension from the superintendent or designee or request an expulsion 
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LISTING OF OFFENSES AND RESPONSES 

The chart below outlines student offenses and the general disciplinary responses to 

those offenses.   

 

Student Offenses  Elementary 

Response  

Middle 

School 
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Any other violations which the 

Principal considers reasonable to 

fall within a class III category  

Class III   Class III   Class III   

Stealing  Class III   Class II  Class II  

Destroying, pirating (copyright 

infringement), altering or any 

other misuse of computer 

software and/or hardware 

belonging to students, the school 

department, or any school 

employee/volunteer  

Class III  Class II  Class I  

Repeatedly tardy to school or 

class  

Class III  Class II  Class II  

Truancy/skipping school  Class III  Class II  Class II  

Use of profanity and/or obscene 

language or gestures  

Class III  Class II  Class II  

Disrespectful behavior towards 

others  

Class III  Class II  Class II  

Possession of any demeaning 

publication or material 

including, but not limited to, the 

following areas: race, color, 

ethnic origin, religion, sex, 

sexual orientation and disability 

status  

Class III  Class II  Class II  

Forgery  Class III  Class II  Class II  

Conduct which is emotionally 

injurious to others; see also 

response to bullying  

Class II  Class II  Class II  

Reckless behavior/endangering 

others  

Class II  Class II  Class II  

Harassment of an ethnic, racial, 

sexual or religious nature, 

including but not limited to: 
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Defacing or vandalizing school 

property or the personal property 

of others  

Class II  Class II  Class II  

Leaving school grounds without 

permission; being in an "off 
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Conditions for Academic Make-up Following a Suspension  

Linking academic grades to behavioral discipline is not an effective method of 

modifying the behaviors of suspended students. For this reason, students receiving 

in-school or out-of-school suspensions will be able to complete schoolwork while 

serving their suspensions.  

 

For work not completed during an out-of-school suspension, it is the student's 

responsibility to meet with his/her teacher during the subject teacher's after school 

make
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Procedures for Student Disciplinary Action  

 The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all students subject to disciplinary 

procedures have been afforded due process, and that all disciplinary actions conform 

to RSA 193:13, the IDEA, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, New Hampshire 

Rules for the Education of Children with Disabilities, policies of the Nashua Board 

of Education, and the Safe School Zone Act. Whenever a student is suspended or 

expelled, he or she may receive a copy of his/her rights.  

  

A school administrator may suspend a student for up to ten (10) days for 
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will determine if the behavior is or is not a manifestation of the student’s 

educational disability. Disciplinary action will occur in accordance with all federal 

and state laws, regulations, and rules for the education of children with disabilities.  

 

 

If a special education student is recommended for a long-term 
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a. be submitted in writing to the Nashua Board of Education no later than three 
(3) weeks prior to the start of the semester; 
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Legal References:  

RSA 189:15, Regulations  

NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed 306.04(a)(3), Student 

Discipline  

NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed 306.04(f), Student 

Discipline  

NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed 317.04(a,b), Disciplinary 

Procedures  

  

Board Approved: 10/15/96  R/Bd Approved: 03/31/03 

R/Bd Approved: 07/21/97  R/Bd Approved: 04/21/03 

R/Bd Approved: 03/29/99  R/Bd Approved: 07/21/03 

R/Bd Approved: 08/16/99  R/Bd Approved: 06/28/04 

R/Bd Approved: 08/19/02  R/Bd Approved: 08/31/06 

R/Bd Approved: 10/15/02  R/Bd Approved: 03/09/15 

   R/Bd Approved: 02/27/17 
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DISTRICT POLICIES 
 

IMPORTANT NASHUA SCHOOL DISTRICT POLICIES 

 

Included in this section are excerpts from policies that are important to and/or 

frequently requested by our parents/students.  The entire set of Board of Education-

approved policies can be found at  https://www.nashua.edu/Page/777 

 

Brief Statement of Non-Discrimination 

The following brief statement shall be used on permanent flyers and posters, District 

and school websites, small pamphlets and employment applications:  

 

The Nashua Board of Education reaffirms its position of compliance with applicable 

State and Federal laws of nondiscrimination on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, physical or mental disability, marital status, 

familial status, genetic information and age in admission to, access to, treatment in, 

or employment in the services, programs, and activities of the Nashua School District. 

See Policy AC 

 

Sexual Discrimination, Sexual Harassment, And Sexual Violence – Students   

 

The Nashua Board of Education is committed to providing an educational 

environment for students that is free from sexual discrimination, sexual harassment 

and sexual violence.  Sexual harassment is a form of sexual discrimination which 

violates Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Title IX of the Education 

Amendments of 1972, and N.H. State Statute 354-A:7, Unlawful Discriminatory 

Practices.  Sexual violence is a physical act of aggression, attempted or completed, 

that includes a sexual act or sexual purpose.  Sexual violence includes non-physical 

contact of a sexual nature such as threats of sexual violence or intentional or 

unwanted exposure of an individual to exhibitionism, pornography and acts of 

voyeurism… See Policy AC 

 

Bullying 

 

The Nashua School District is committed to providing all pupils with a safe, secure 

and peaceful school environment.  Conduct constituting bullying or cyberbullying 

will not be tolerated and is expressly prohibited… See Policy JICK 

 

Procedural Safeguards Nondiscrimination On The Basis Of Handicap/Disability 

 

The Nashua School District provides the following procedures for conducting 

impartial due process hearings under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

and Title II of the American with Disabilities Act of 1990.  See Policy ACAC. 

 

Prohibitions Regarding Use of Possession of Tobacco Products, E-Cigarettes, and 

E-Liquids in and on School Facilities and Grounds 

 

No person shall use any tobacco product in any facility maintained by the School 

District, nor on any of the grounds of the District…See Policy ADC.  
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